
Ticor Title’s team of  property information specialists provide unmatched service, support, and 
information to our clients in Washington State. From basic property information to special projects 
large and small, our team is dedicated to listening carefully to our client needs and providing insights and 
solutions.

CUSTOMER SERVICE
RATE & FEE SCHEDULE

STANDARD SERVICES 
Profile/Map/Deed Free

Farm  (email) $2.10

Farm up to 50 labels $2.65

Farm w/51-200 labels $3.15

Farm w/200-1500 labels $3.60

Comparable Sales Report $1.60

CUSTOM SERVICES
Market Area Profile (MAP) $2.50

Residential Transaction Study (RTS) $1.00

Custom Moving Labels $1.50

Return Address Labels (up to 500) $1.50

Community Service Guide $3.00

Utility Locator $3.00

Research $75 per hour 
(uninsured)

Homebook Easel Binder $15.00

Homebook Classic Binder $12.00

Homebook No Binder $10.00

Homebook Virtual $8.00

TICORONLINE.COM SERVICES 
Profile/Map Free

Property Report $.50

May include the following options:
 Profile/Map
 Comparables
 Neighborhood demographics
 List of neighbors
 Nearby Schools

Snapshot (recorded document history) $.55

Demographic: Equity Criteria $ .08/record

*All prices as subject to Washington State Sales Tax.
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TITLE OFFICE
PH: 425.255.7472
FX: 877.521.9938

TOLL FREE
844-MyTicor

WEBSITES
www.myticor.com
www.ticorblog.com

CUSTOMER SERVICE
King County:  

425.255.6969

Pierce County:  

253.383.0055

Snohomish County:  
425.586.6964

Customer Service Email

CS.WA@TicorTitle.com

MYTICOR.COM

BELLEVUE
Ph: 425.467.9170

FEDERAL WAY
Ph: 253.765.7255

GIG HARBOR
Ph: 253.858.2999

EVERETT
Ph: 425.586.6964

WEST 
SEATTLE
Ph: 206.393.0916

COVINGTON
Ph: 253.631.3990

PUYALLUP
Ph: 253.840.2560

LYNNWOOD
Ph: 425.434.4010

SEATTLE 
LAKE UNION
Ph: 206.720.0114

UNIVERSITY
PLACE
Ph: 253.460.2921

WHAT IS TITLE 
You’ve decided to purchase a home and hope to 
take possession as soon as possible.  The terms 
have been agreed on and all financial arrangements 
have been made.  But one important detail remains.  
Before the transaction can close, a title search must 
be made.  The most accurate description of title is 
“a bundle of rights in real property.”  A title search is 
a means of determining from the public record that 
the person who is selling the property really has the 
right to sell it, and that the buyer is getting all the 
rights to the property (title) that he or she is paying 
for.  The title company determines insurability of the 
title as part of the search process.  This leads to the 
issuance of a title policy, which insures the existence 
or non-existence of rights to the property.  The title 
insurance company will, at its own expense, defend 
the title and pay losses within the coverage of the 
policy if they occur. 

But exactly what is involved in a title search?  Ticor 
Title Company provides the following step-by-step 
review.

CHAIN OF TITLE
This is simply a history of the ownership for a 
particular piece of property, telling who bought and 
sold it, and when.  The information may be derived 
from a variety of public records or privately owned 
title plants. Title plants may include index cards, 
punch cards, tract books, microfiche or may even be 
computerized.  They all contain essentially the same 
information from which the history of the title may 
be secured. 

TAX SEARCH 
This is a search to determine the present status of 
general real estate taxes against the property.  The 
tax search will reveal if taxes are current or whether 
any taxes are past due and unpaid from previous 
years.  

A due and unpaid tax is a prior lien or claim on the 
property above all others.  If a buyer purchases 
property with unpaid and past due taxes against it, 
he or she is likely to find a government body — the 
city, county or state — placing the property up for 
sale to pay those taxes.  Title insurance protects the 
buyer against loss from unpaid and past due taxes.

REPORT ON POSSESSION
Ticor Title Company may send inspectors to look 
at the property to verify the lot size, check the 
location of improvements, and look for evidence of 
easements that are not shown on the record.  The 
purpose of this is to supplement the information 
learned from the title search.  In the eyes of the law, 
any buyer of real estate is assumed to have notice 
of all matters properly shown in the public records 
for that real estate, as well as any information that 
an actual inspection may reveal.  If the inspector 
detects an unrecorded easement or other evidence 
of outstanding rights that could affect the owner’s 
title and possibly the value and intended use, the 
company will disclose these matters before the 
closing of the purchase.  Those matters must then 
either be disposed of or shown as exceptions in 
the title insurance policy.  Sometimes when an 
acceptable survey and appropriate affidavits are 
received, an inspection will not be made.

JUDGMENT AND NAME 
SEARCH 
One of the most important parts of the title search is 
to determine if there are any unsatisfied judgments 
against the seller or previous owners which were in 
existence while they owned the title.  A judgment is 
a general lien against the debtor’s real estate and 
constitutes security for any money owed under the 
judgment.  The real estate can be sold to satisfy the 
judgment. It is extremely important to be sure that 
a title is not subject to judgments against the seller 

or previous owners.  Title insurance provides this 
protection.  A judgment against a person named 
Smith may affect the title of a seller named Smith, 
depending on whether or not they are the same 
person.  All possible variations of the name must be 
examined. 

Rights established by judgment decrees, unpaid 
federal income taxes, and mechanic’s liens all may 
be prior claims on the property, ahead of the buyer’s 
or lender’s rights.  If a judgment is discovered that 
constitutes a defect in the title, it is pointed out.  
The seller must then eliminate it before the title of 
the new buyer can be insured free and clear of that 
judgment. 

COMMITMENT 
When these searches have been completed, the title 
company issues a commitment to insure, stating the 
conditions under which it will insure the title.  The 
buyer, seller and mortgage lender can proceed with 
the closing of the transaction after clearing up any 
defects in the title which may have been uncovered 
by the search and examination. 

The mortgage lender is as concerned as the buyer 
about the quality of the title because the property 
is to be security for the new mortgage loan.  The 
mortgage lender requires assurance that it has a 
valid first (or another acceptable priority) mortgage 
lien on the property.  This is not only common sense, 
but generally a legal requirement of regulated 
mortgage lenders. 

The lender’s title insurance, however, does not 
protect the new buyer of the property.  Although 
the land is the same, the interest of the buyer and 
the interest of the lender are very different.  The 
provisions of a lender’s title insurance policy are 
very different from those of a buyer’s policy.  The 
buyer should obtain his own policy, often issued 
simultaneously with the lender’s policy.
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